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corrupting the voters by gifts at election time, though
it is less easy to prevent wealthy supporters from
strengthening his chances by lavish expenditure for the
public benefit, which may redound to the credit of the
candidate they are known to favour. But on the whole
the secrecy of the ballot operates to prevent either a
policy of expenditure or (much rarer) of intimidation
on behalf of a candidate from having any decisive
effect on the issue.
The election period may be said to begin with the
publication of the notice that the existing Parliament
is about to be dissolved. Under the Parliament Act of
1911 this must happen once every five years, but it may
happen whenever the Prime Minister of the day chooses
to advise the King to order a dissolution. A writ is
then sent from the Crown Office in London, ordering
the returning officer, who will usually be the sheriff of
the county or the mayor of the borough, to return a
member or members to the new Parliament. The writ
runs thus:
George the Sixth by the grace of God, etc., to------
Greeting. Whereas by the advice of Our Council We
have ordered a Parliament to be holden at Westminstei
on the------day of------next, We command you that
notice of the time and place of election being first duly
given, you do cause election to be made according tc
law of------member(s) to serve in Parliament for------.
And that you do cause the name of such member when
so elected, whether he be present or absent, to be certified
to Us in Our Chancery, without delay.
These returning officers then appoint a day for nomi-
nations in each constituency (the area electing a
member), when the names of candidates must be